




sediment samples submitted for laboratory analysis (Challenger 2006). While the Trustees have
technical concerns with the preliminary fingerprinting evaluation (e.g., limited number and
uncertain representativeness of reference samples, uncertain explanatory power of the regression
used in the analysis, and complexities introduced by substantial inter-sample variability), we
note that the injury quantification presented in this document already assumes a modest spill-
related injury 10 months after the spill. In the Trustee's judgment, further analysis on this or
other topics is not warranted given the relatively modest injury quantification and limited
likelihood that additional time, effort and expense will substantially improve the precision of
associated estimates.

The source allocation information on the specificsamples used by the trustees to
estimate the injury area and magnitude indicate with substantial certainty that the
fingerprint in the samples does not belong to the ATHOS I. The trustees do not present a
sufficient technical argument to discount this conclusion. Did Newfields Environmental
Forensics,the trustee's consultant, provide technical assistanceto the trustees in rendering
the conclusions regarding source allocation presented above? Can the responsible party
inquire directlywith Newfieldsregardingthe source allocationanalysis?
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Figure 3
Projected Recovery Curve for Subtidal Injury
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